'he President of the United States takes pride in
presenting the MEDAL OF HONOR posthumously to

PLATOON SERGEANT JOSEPH R. JULIAN, USMCR.,
for service as set forth in the following
CITATION:

“For consplcuous gallantry and intrepidity at the risk
of his life above and beyond the call of duty as a Platoon Ser-
geant serving with the First Battalion, Twenty-Seventh Marines,
Fifth Marine Division, in action against enemy Japanese forces
during the séizure of Iwo Jima in the Voleano Islands, 8 March
1945, Determined to force a break-through when Japanese troops
1s and fortified on the left front laid
dovm a terrific machmc-gun &nd mortar barrage in a desperate
effort to halt his company’s adyance, Platoon Cergeant Julian
quickly established his platoon’s guns In strategic supporting
positions and then, acting on his own initintive, fearlessly moved
forwmard to exceute 2 one-man assault on Lh\, nearest pilibox.
Advancing alore, he hurled deadly s ‘and white
grenades into the emplacerent, killing two of the eneray and dr. 1vmg
the remaining five out into the adjoining trench system, Seizinga
discerded rifle, he jumped into the trench and despatched the five
‘before they could make an escape, Inient on wiping out all resistance,
he obtained mors explosives and, accompanied by another Marine,
again charged the hostile fortifications knocked out two more
cave positions, -Iramedintely thereafier, he lounched 2 bazoo!
tack unassisted, firing four rounds into the one remaining
and completely destroying it before he fell, mortally wol
vicious burst of enemy fire. Stouthearted and indomitabls, Platoon
Sergeant Julion consistently disregerded all ,,cr:onal ¢danger and, by
his bold decision, daring tactics and relentless fichting spirit dulmg
a eritical pmse of the battle, contributed lmt:rially to tna continued
advance of his company and to the success of his division’s operations
in the tained drive toward the conquest of this fiercely cufended
]a‘nmse Empire, His outstancing valor and unfaltering
M-sacrilice throughout the bitter conflict sustained and
cnh ced the I.igaest traditions of the United States Naval Service,
He gallantly gave his life for his country.’”
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